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News from WABCG                           May 2019 

Editorial 

We will soon all be together, once again, in Brazil. I 
am looking forward to it!  
  
All of us, WABCG members, 
have plenty of work to do in 
our own countries to 
promote our production 
and help our growers. But 
from time to time, we must 
also stop to think. Think 
about our future, think 
about where we are 
heading, where policies 
want us to go, where civil 
society wants us to go and which direction we want 
to take. And, at least, how we can reconcile all those 
wishes. 
  
So that is what we will do very soon in Ribeirao Preto, 
and I am delighted to see that we, the growers’ 
representatives of more than 20 nationalities, will be 
in the same place, in Brazil, to take time to think 
about how we can build the future.  
  
Our 2-day conference will focus on this goal. As we 
will be in South America, we will first try to have an 
overview of this huge continent, from Chile to 
Argentina – and of course Brazil. We will then focus 
on diversification at farm level, from crops to biogas, 
but also at industrial level, from ethanol to hydrogen. 
And, last but not least, we will focus on sustainability: 
with visions from Kenya (with the example of small 
scale production schemes) to organic production in 
Paraguay, Colombia and Brazil. 
  
So, if you have not registered yet, please do so now! 
  
And see you soon! 
 
 
 

Jean-Pierre Dubray, President WABCG 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 
associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 36 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 
beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 
www.wabcg.org  
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News from Finland 
 

Finland is the northernmost sugar beet producing 
country in the world. The growing season is short but 
intensive when the sun shines at 
its best in mid-summer 19-20 
hours a day. Sugar beet is 
cultivated in southern and 
western parts of the country, 
where the country's only beet 
sugar processing plant is 
located. 
 
In recent years, sugar beet has 
been grown in the area of 10 500 to 12 500 hectares. 
There were 602 growers last summer. Number of 
growers has fallen by 40% in 10 years. The average 
area per farm is 17 hectares. Finland produces about 
40% of the sugar it needs, the rest being mainly 
imported as raw sugar. 
 
The low price of sugar and sugar beet puts pressure 
on cultivation. The previous two growing seasons 
have also been difficult with extreme weather 
conditions. In 2017, the summer, and especially the 
autumn, were rainy and the harvest was challenging. 
Last summer was warm and very dry, which cut sugar 
beet harvest. The yield was 10 % below the five-year 
average. The lifting conditions, in turn, were 
favorable. 
 
Farmers would like long-term perseverance and 
predictability in the EU's agricultural policy. 
Expectations are huge for the new EU Common 
Agricultural Policy, which is at the planning stage. 
Farmers are also concerned about the ever-
tightening environmental requirements. The number 
of pesticides available decreases year by year. 
 
Negotiations on interprofessional agreement year 
2020 onwards have started and the goal is to reach 
an agreement by midsummer. 
 
Sowing started this spring about on week earlier than 
normal due to a warm April. Sowing has been 
completed in early May. May has started with cold 
weather and night frosts, which is worrying growers. 

 
Farmers own Facebook group 
Finnish Farmers Union MTK's sugar beet council 
Facebook group has been established for 
communication and discussion between growers. 
The group now has about one quarter of all growers. 
  
 
In the Facebook group, we can meet other growers 
from different areas in Finland. There you can follow 
and participate in up-to-date discussions on the 
world and EU sugar market, plant protection 
products, new varieties or events of the growing 
season. On this Facebook site one can take initiatives 
and presentations and give feedback to sugar beet 
council. 

Pekka Myllymäki, Chairman 
MTK’s sugar beet council, Finland 
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News from Mexico 
 
Early forecasts for the 2018-2019 Season were 
providing bigger figures. The Mexican sugar cane 
harvest was expected for a production of 6.25 million 
metric tonnes of sugar as 
the result of an estimated 
crushing of 55.8 million 
tonnes of cane to be 
harvested from 822,925 
ha. Considering a cane 
yield of 67.8 ton/ha; 
11.20% of sugar content, 
and 7.59 tonnes of sugar 
per hectare. An apparently 
innocuous 4% increase 
relative to the previous 
season, was causing a lot 
of turbulence in the 
domestic market, where 
mills started to shoot down 
the internal prices at the beginning months of the 
harvest. This situation started to turn on the alarms 
due to the damage for the pricing of the sugar cane 
to be paid to the farmers, where a reduction of up to 
25% in the income of the cane growers was being 
built. 
 
According to the Mexican Sugar Cane Law, a specific 
methodology is established in agreement between 
millers and growers on the purpose to determine the 
reference price per ton of sugar (standard basis 99.4 
pol) for the payment of the sugar cane. In short, the 
Reference Price is the ponderate average of the 
different market prices where Mexican sugar is 
marketed. The grower gets 57% of the mentioned 
reference price, converted to kilo, according to the 
recoverable sugar content by ton of cane. This 
methodology was agreed between growers and 
millers in 2008, with subsequent adjustments given 
the experience in 2010 and regional market issues in 
2014. 
 
Mexican sweeteners consumption, latest figures, 
reveals that 5.73 million tonnes are to be consumed 
during 2018-2019. The share between cane sugar 
and imported corn fructose is 71.99% and 28.01%, 

respectively (see graph below, with sugar in green 
and HFCS in red - % of the national market). 
 

 
 
Our National Sugar Balance for 18-19, reflects that 
only 65.88% may be consumed domestically and the 
surplus to be exported reaches an historical level of 
34.12% of the production expected for this 
campaign. The US reduced the allocation for Mexican 
Sugar imports to almost 320,000 metric tonnes, 
setting it to 765,578 tonnes (only 12.25% of the sugar 
to be produced), while 1.6 million tonnes of HFCS 
from the US, or made with US corn, are imported at 
certainly dumping prices into the Mexican market, 
then 1.6+ million tonnes of Mexican sugar cane need 
to be exported to the world market, from this, maybe 
300 thousand tonnes are to be transformed in sugar 
content goods for export markets (IMMEX Program). 
 
While all this happens, at the date of the 20th April, 
there are 48 mills of 50 still processing. The campaign 
2018-2019, has reached a volume of sugar produced 
of 5.10 Mt, with 45,9 Mt of cane crushed, harvested 
from 609,288 hectares. Even though a significant 
difference of minus 373.5K tonnes less produced 
versus the estimated at the date, everything is 
signalling that by the end of the harvest, mid-June, 
the predicted production of 6.25 million tonnes 
might be reached or slightly surpassed. At date of 
this report, with 8.38 tonnes of sugar per hectare, 
780 kilos of sugar are being obtained on top of the 
initial estimate per surface unit. 
 
Coming back to the national issues, Mexican 
Government is struggling to reach as soon as possible 
the approvals of the revised NAFTA, which now we 
commonly called T-MEC, with that in mind, we don´t 
see much on topics related with our sector. 
Suspension Agreements might be reviewed by the 
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end of the year, we´re asking our Mexican Officials to 
get a better deal, and obviously to include the HFCS 
in the agenda, let´s say to have a “mirror” policy. 
 
Besides, as long as cane is priced in direct relation 
with the sugar sale price, Cane growers are 
proposing to include certain mechanisms to inhibit 
Millers of pushing domestic prices down because of 
their financial needs or capital expenditures projects, 
as pre-sales or other forms where sugar to be 
produced is compromised at low value, which will 
affect cane price at present or near future. So, 
decoupling the cane price of financial projects or 
need of the industry is elemental. As well, for each 
mil the accomplishment of the proportional exports 
of sugar is necessary for an adequate domestic trade 
balance. 
 
We´ve identified four factors for immediate action 
and permanent attention, which are related with the 
fructose imports, the suspension agreements, the 
fulfilment of the Uniform Contract and Agreements 
between Growers and Millers and counteract the 
campaigns attacking sugar for health reasons: 

 
 
Now, as cane representatives, we are working into 
this issue on the purpose of setting the basis for the 
2019-2024 National Cane Program. Considering, that 
last February, the Mexican President Lopez Obrador 
stated “Yes, we like free trade and will respect the 
agreements, but we´ll defend the national producer. 
First Mexico then the foreigner”, referring to 
sweeteners imports and Mexican sugar exports to 
the USA. 
 

Carlos Blackaller Ayala, President 
Unión Nacional de Cañeros, A. C. –CNPR, Mexico 

 
 

News from Belgium 
 
The Belgian sugar beet growers are taking stock of 
the past campaign in a gloomy way. This applies both 
to the growers who supply Iscal Sugar (Finasucre 
group) and those who supply 
the Raffinerie Tirlemontoise 
(Südzucker group). 
The campaigns were long for 
both groups: 116 days at the 
Iscal Sugar site in Fontenoy and 
even 120 and 133 days 
respectively at the Raffinerie 
Tirlemontoise sites of 
Longchamps and Tirlemont.  
With the current sugar prices on the world market, 
the remuneration of the beet, which is linked to the 
sugar price, is of course also under severe pressure. 
The interprofessional agreement at Iscal is still 
running for one more campaign, but the negotiations 
at RT for 2020 are about to start in a very difficult 
context. 
 
At the moment, Belgian beet growers are not only 
looking at sugar manufacturers; we are also paying 
particular attention to the political world. After all, at 
the end of May, together with the European 
elections, there will be elections in Belgium for the 
federal and regional parliaments. 
 
The key question is whether this will subsequently 
result in a coherent policy. This is also the case for 
our sector, which has to take account of legislation 
at these different levels. 
The CBB has therefore listed the expectations of beet 
growers in order to be able to present these 
expectations in a systematic way to the political 
parties and then to the elected representatives and 
policy makers. 
Two of these expectations deserve a lot of attention: 
sustainability and innovation. 
 
A first, and very important, expectation concerns the 
sustainability that society expects from agriculture. 
We want to contribute to this with sugar beet 
cultivation -without forgetting that a great deal of 
effort has already been made. And in the knowledge 
that our cultivation itself is already sustainable: it 
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produces five times more energy than it consumes; 
sugar beet can be used entirely, i.e. with little waste, 
not only in food, but also for animal feed and other 
applications such as biofuels. 
 
For many people, sustainability starts with crop 
protection products. We argue in favour of a 
coherent and realistic approach, based on a risk 
assessment that is as objective as possible. 
Coherence here means, for example, that one policy 
level does not try to do things "better" than another. 
 
Innovation, secondly, is closely linked to 
sustainability. Innovation is crucial, in particular 
through research and development, to safeguard 
and increase the economic viability of sugar beet and 
its sustainable character. This requires forward-
looking legislation that facilitates both the 
development of new varieties and the speed with 
which they can be developed. And the necessary 
means to make applied research and development 
possible. Just think of genetic improvement and the 
so-called NBTs, the "new breeding techniques". 
 
Of course, we must not forget that, together with the 
federal and regional parliaments, we are also going 
to appoint new representatives of the European 
Parliament. Afterwards, a new Commission will also 
be installed. 
 
Now that the sugar quotas have been abolished and 
global competition is fully effective, we expect 
Europe to provide beet growers with the tools they 
need to be competitive and profitable. 
Market players must be provided with the 
appropriate instruments to deal with increased risks 
and more volatile markets. Insight into these 
markets - in other words, transparency about beet 
and sugar prices - is an essential starting point. We 
still have a long way to go in this regard. 
 
Another painful issue, to which we expect a firm 
response from Europe, is competition with sugar 
from third countries. After all, our internal sugar 
market is open to imports from third countries, and 
this to an ever-increasing extent. All too often, sugar 
is used as a currency in trade agreements. As a result, 
sugar is put on the market that does not meet the 

same environmental, food safety and social 
standards as European sugar. A level playing field is 
essential. 
 

Peter Haegeman, Secretary General  
Confédération des Betteraviers Belges (CBB), Belgique 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


